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S this Sermon had not been preached but to anſwer 
your Requeſt , nor this Text choſen for my Subjet, 
but in compliance with the deſires of your now de- 
ceaſed Paſtor, and bs worthy Relict, ſo if re- 
peated Denials could have ſilenced your repeated 
Importunities, it had not been made thus publick : 
but if the Intereſt of our Lord may thereby be prompted, and the 
Sabvation of Souls any way furthered by it, I ſhall have. no cauſe 
ro repent my Compliance with your Deſires ; but ſhall bleſs God ho 
rakes it uſeful to thoſe ends, which I can truly ſay were mine in the 
preaching of it. 

It « ſome Satrsfattion to me that I have hereby an Opportunity 
put into my hand of giving a publick Teftimony to that Honour 
and Reſpett I always had to that worthy Servant of Chri#t, for 
the Grace of God which was ſo manifeſt in him: As allo of ob- 
wviating thoſe reproachful Cenſures which profane Scoffers paſſed up- 
on him, becauſe of the dark Diſpenſations which it ſeems good to 
the wiſe God, who gives no account of any of his matters , 
to exerciſe him with in hs laſt ſickneſs : This I hawe endeavoured 
in the _ Diſcourſe, which you have as it was preached ; 
only I have added ſome few things which I could not , by reaſon of 
ſtraits of time, then deliver. 

I am ſenſible (and ſo I hope are you) of the greatneſs of the Io 
you have ſuſtained in him, who was (ſuch a one as the Text 
mentions) a Meſſenger, an Interpreter, one among a thou- 
ſand. A bf which can never be made up, but by that hand that 
made the breach. 

God often takes away his Miniſters as a puniſhment for the un- * 
thankfulneſs and unprofitableneſs of their hearers:; who never _ 
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how to prize and improve the injoyment of them : And it u juſt 
with God, when we play by that Light , which he ſets up to guide 
ws in our work, to put it out, and,leave us in the dark. As ſome 
Miniſters are guilty of the Blood Wf their ' Hearers, in not deaf- 
ing faithfully with their Souls, ſo. ſome Hearers are guilty of the 
Blood of their Miniſters in provoking God, 7 their obſtinate refu- 
fals of Goſpel Grace, to call them home. And if any of you have 
had any hand in this guilt, how loudly doth God call you by the 
language of this Providence to a ſerious and ſpeedy Repentance, and 
making peace with him, who therefore waits that he may be 
gracious : for tho the Bucket be broken, yet the Fountain of Grace 
and Mercy s [t4ll open, ever full, and always flowing. God hath 
the reſidue of the Spirit; and he who hath provided fer the 
World , notwithſtanding the death of ſo many uſeful Perſons thus 
long, can do it ſtill : for his Arm is not ſhortened nor grown wea- 
ry. Mercy runs as freely to this day, as at the firſt broaching of it. 
And therefore pray earneſtly (and ſo ſhall I) that this great breach 
which the wiſe God hath made-upon you by this ſad ſtroke, may be 
mercifully healed by his own hand, m giving you a Paſtor after 
his own heart, that may feed you with knowledge and un- 
derſtanding. And when God ſhall anſwer your Prayers, do you 
give all diligence to anſwer his kindneſs in improving all the means 
of Grace ſo, as that Chriſt may {ee of the travel of his Soul ir 
you, and be ſatisfied, and that thoſe Miniſters of Chriſt which 
you have had, or ſball have, may have cauſe to rejoyce in the 
day of the Lord that ttiey have not run in vain , nor 
laboured in vain. This is and ſhall he the Prayer of 


Your Servant 


for Jeſus ſake, 


MATTH. MEAD. 


JOB XXXIM. 23, 24- 


If there be a Meſſenger with him, an Interpreter, 
one among a thouſand ,, to ſhew unto man bis 
Uprightneſs. | | 

Then he 3s gracious to him, and ſaith, Deliver 


him from going down to the Pit, I bave found 
a Ranſom. 


Have not my {elf choſen this Text,nor ſhould I have 
pitched upon it for this occaſion. But he in-his life 
time chole it,who was himfelf ſuch a one as is deſcri- 
yay in it: namely , An Interpreter , one of a thou- 
F and. | 

The words are a part of Flihys Diſcourſe with Fob du- 
ring that ſevere Triathe was under, both from God and Sa- 
tan, and that both in'his outward and inward man. Which 
Trial, tho it was exceeding ſharp and aftliftive du- 
ring his exerciſe under it, yer it was very comfortable and 


{weet in the ifſue andevent of it. For hs latter end was bet- Job 42 13: 
ter then his beginning. As you may read in the lalt Chapter 


of this Book. y 
In this Chapter E/;5# undertakes to aflert the Soveraign- 
ty of God over Man ; for tho he is juft and righreous in 
all his doings, yet he is unaccountable in what he doth. 
He giveth no account of any of his matters, verſe 13. It is e- 
nough for us to know, that tho his Providences are fome- 
times dark, yet they are always ju5# : tho his Difſpenſations 
are very myſterious, yet they are never wrighreous. Tho 
Clouds and Darkneſs areround about him, yet | Righteouſneſs and 
Tuigment are the Hevication of his Throne, Plal. 97. 2. 
jut tho God be lo great as to be e&mivy& , not obliged 
to givc any account of himſe:r,” yet he is ſo-praciozs , as to 
condeſcend 
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condeſcend to Man frequently, and to give ſuch intimations 
of his will, and of the reaſon of his doings, that Man is nor 
ſo left in the dark, but that he may perceive the mind of 
God concerning him, and "the reaſon of his diſpenſations 
towards him ! For God ſpeaks once, yea twice, verle I4. 

Tho-he doth not ſpeak as Man, yet he ſpeaks fo as to 
make his mind known to Man. Tho he doth not ſpeak 
ſyllabically, yet he ſpeaks intelligibly. Tho he doth not feak 
to the outward Organ, yet he ſpeaks to the Mind and.Un- 
derſ{tanding. wk = 

And in this ſenſe God hath various ways of ſpeaking to 
Man. .Of which Elibu here gives ſeveral Inſtances. 

x. The firſt is his ſpeaking by Dreams and Vitfions,ver/.x 5. 
In a Dream, in a Viſion of the Night, hen deep ſleep falls 
upon Men. And what God's end is in this way of ſpeaking 
he tells you in the following verles. Þ&t is to inſtruct, to bum- 
ble, to ſave. 


x. To inſtru&t,uerſe 16. Then he opens the Ears of Men,amd 
ſealeth their Inſtruttuon. 

2. To humble, wirſe 17. That be may withdraw Man from 
his purpaſe, and hide pride from Man. 

3. To fave, werſe 18. He keepeth back his Soul from the pit, 


2.Another way of God's ſpeaking is by Pains and Diſeaſes, 
" werſ.19,20,21,22. He # chaſtened with pain upon his Bed, and 
the multitude of his bones with ſtrong pain. This is a ſad way 
of ſpeaking, and muſt necefſarily make ſorrowful hearers. 
When God ſpeaks i puniſhing, Man muſt needs hear in pain. 
He ſets. down a threefold Effect of this Pain, 

The firſt is, loſs of Appetite , and loathing the neceſſary 
lapports of Life. His life abhorreth bread, and his ſoul dainty 
meat, verle 20. 

A ſecond Effect is, a total waſte, and univerſal decay of 
Nature, werſe 21. His fleſh is conſumed away that it cannot be 
lee, and his bones that were not ſeen, ſtick out. | 

A third Effe& is, a readineſs to expire and give up the 
Ghoſt, werſe 22, His Soul draws near to the Grave, and his Life 
ro the Deſtroyers. And this is a ſecond way of God's ſpeaking 
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to Man. 
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_ '-+of  Mri Thomas:Roſewell,” 
2, A third ways byi:a: Mefſenger. feat from. God to _ 
teach Man. Which Meſſenger is denied ws Ways, wt; 


: 1. By his Chardder.”/ 
- 2.) By his Meſlage. 


. By .his Character. | He is an Interpreter, one among & 
Which is meant of chefairhful Minifters of Ghraft ; 


-oþ 


rhouſan 
-- for thaytare his Meſſengers. As the Farher bath ſexr meſo ſend 
I you, 10.27. | | 


And they are ſent to be Interpreters of the:mjnd and-will 
of God to finners. And that,asro Peace and Reconciliation, 
and as to Grace and Salvation, 10 alſo to Duty and Holineſs | 
of Converſation. A -" 8 
And it is a rare skill to be a true Interpreter between God "3M 
and Sinners. 'To be able to diſcoverthemind of God aright; 3 
to bring the Soul to a firm clofing with the'great Fruths'and 
Promiles of the Goſpel.' To know hew to ſteak a word in ſea- 
ſon to him that is weary, (W{2.50.4.) and foto eaſe the wound- 
ed Conſcience by direfing it to its true reſt ; Theſe are Matzr.28. 
_ words, and-bow- forczble are right. words, ( Job 6. 25. ) 
$WDIYAD how powerful-to fway the Judgment, and carry #4 nin- 
the mind after it... One word rightly timed, and faited to 
che: cafe, O what a' relief it- is tothe troubled Conſcience 
He that can do' this is an Interpreter indeed , not of 
Tongues and pes, but of Secrets'and Myſteries. He 
is taught of God, he hath given to him the Tongue of the 
Learned. - Andſach an Interpreter is a rare thing, - He #s one 
among @ thouſand. x | EEE, 
O how fſhould this teach you to prizefaichful:Me 
when'the Lord ſends them ; and how readily ſhould you re- 
ceive the Grace of God which is tendered by them; and 
bow deeply ſhould you lay it to-heart when the Lord-doth 
at any time remove;them ; for it is a great Judgment. - And 
ſo is the-taking away this Mefſenger of God: from-you,unlefs 
«he T:ord = you-to Knproye the Meſſage he delivered -to 
you. And that brings me to the ſecond thing. *' +4 + 
_ 2, He is deſcribed by his Meſſage, which Jhews whar his. | 
work and buſineſs is, And that s in the next wosds, ro ſhew 
2 _” 
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unto Man his uprightmef; or his righteouſneſs ; WW may be 
underſtood either way. | 

But whoſe Righteouſneſs is this (called here His Rig hteou;- 
neſs.) which the Meſſenger ſhews to Man ? | 

Some underſtand it of the ſick perſon in the fore-going 
verſes ; who hath an uprightneſs of his own, and doth not 
know it. His heart, by renewing Grace, is right with God, 
and yer his Spirit is dark and clouded, 1o that he cannot ſee 
it. Tt is no new thing for the beſt of the Children of God 
to be in great darkneſs at ſome times about their ſpiritual 
ſtate. They may have attained to: great Grace by ſeking , 
and yet may ſometimes have all their Grace to ieek. Some- 
times Corruptions. from within, and Temptations from withour, 
and Deſcrtions from above may 1o darken his Sky, as that there 
may not be the-appearance of one Star to give him light. 

It is ſeldom that a Believer can-read the Evidences of the 
goodneſs of his ſtate by ny other light then that of Gods 
Countenance. Bur alas, that doth not ſhine always. Where 
is the Chriſtian that hath always fat in this Sunſhine, with- 
out any gloomy days, or winter {torms? Who ever taſted 
of the waters of life, but they have drank. lefs or more of 
thoſe waters of Marak. There are few that ever fownd God, 
but may ſay that they have often /o# him.. | 

And it is adiſtrefling cafe for a Man to, want communion 
with God, after he hatt» once enjoyed it. © To be ſhut out 
of that Heaven which the light of God's Face makes in the 
Soul, mult be to a Saint as Hell ir felt. 

So it was to Heman , Plal. 88. 3d, to werſe the 7th. 24y 
Soul is full of troubles, and my Life draweth nigh to the grave. I 
am counted with them that go down to the pit.= Free among 
the dead, like the ſlain that lye in the Grave, whom thou remem- 
breſt no more.——T hou haſt laid me in the loweſt pit, in dark- 
neſs, in the deeps. Thy wrath lyeth hard upon me, and thou ha#t 
affited me with all thy wags. What deſpairing Language is 
this out of the mouth of an eminent Saint and Seryant 6f 
God:, as if he were. dropping into Hell, and paſt all 


hope. - 


As 
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As the enjoyment of God is a good that puts lighenels in- 
to all our Troubles, fo the loſs of him is an evil that clouds 
all our Comforts. The loſs of another mercy is but a par- 
ticular.evil, it is but as the blowing out our Candle at noon, 
when we have light enough to ſee without it. Bur the loſs 
of this 1s as the {ſetting of the Sun, which leaves us dark and 
comfortleſs. No preſence can make up his abſence. 

Nothing looks ſo like Judgment as this. In other aMi&i- 
ons a Chriltian doth but conflict wirh Creatures; but in this 
there ſeems to be a conteſt between him and God. And as 
God is infinitely above him, ſo the ſenſe of his Wrath is 
ready to ſink him. 

And when God is thus hidden, it is no wonder tho a Pe- 
liever be hidden to himfelt. If the light of God's Face be 
clouded, his Evidences are very apt to be obſcured; and 
then he queſtions his Right, becauſe he can't fee to read his 
Title. As the Comforts of a Believer are a ſecret to others, 
ſo the Graces of a Believer are many times a ſecret to himſelf. 
He is like a Tree in Winter, that ſeems dead, tho there be 
life in the root. So when Temptations and Doubts prevail 
upon him, he gives all up for dead, tho rhe root of the matter Job 19.28. 
is in him. 

There are two things very difficult ; one is, to convince 
a preſuming Hypocrite that his' Confidence is groundleſs, 
and his caſe is full of danger ; the other is to perſwade the 
douhting Chriſtian that his heart is right, and his ſtate ſure. 
As many are confident of the goodneſs of their condition 
whom yet the Lord abhors; ſo many condemn themſelves 
tor Hypocrites and Caſt-a-ways, who are his Jewels, and 
and-in whom he delights. And in this caſe there needs 4 
Meſſenger, an Interpreter, one among a thouſand, to ſhew to ( ſuch 
a) Man his uprightneſi; 1 e. to convince him that his heart is Job z. 23. 
right, tho his way be dark. 

2. Some underſtand the uprightneſs here , called his up- 
rightnef, of the - righteouſnels of Jeſus Chrift , in and. by 
which we are reconciled to, and made one with God. And 
_ ſays a late Expoſitor, is the uprightnefs chiefly intend- 
ed here. 


And 
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And indeed there is no Righteouſneſs like this, eſpecially 
when a Mair's caſe is fuch as Elihu here ſpeaks of, when he 
Job 33.15 is fo chaſtezed ith pain npon his bed, that his ſoul draws near to 
22, he grave, and his life to the deſtroyers. Let a Aeſſenger then 
thew to him this Righteovſnebs, -and he will ſay ef it , as 
David did when he asked Ahimeleck for a Sword , and the 
Prieſt told ham here is the Sword of Goliah , if thou wilt take 
that, take ir. O, ſays David, there is none like that, give it me. 
No Righteouinels like the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt ro ſuch a 
one. Tell him of his own Duties, and Good Works ; his 
Prayings, Repentings, Faſtings, Alms-Deeds, &c. and he 
F counts them all but Dung in compare with this Righteoul- 
Phil. 3.8. nef.. 

This is a Righteouſneſs which ſatisfies offended Juſtice , 
appeaſes the Wrath of God, ſilences the Curſe, and the 
Tumuits of our own Conſciences. This Righteouſneſs af- 
tords a Remedy for the ſting of fin, and the doubts- and 
fears of our minds. It is a righteouſneſs which covers our 
Nakednefs, and beautifies our Souls; Thy beauty was perfett 
through my —_ which I put upon thee, Ezek. 16. 14. It is 
a Righteouinels that pleads for us in Heaven, that hath more 
ſtrength then our fins, and more prevalency then our Ac- 
cuſer. It is a Righteouſneſs that ſecures us againſt the Ter- 
rours of Death, and intitle us to the Glory, of Heaven: 
And, therefore no Righteouſneſs like this; for it is not 
the Righteouſneb of ameer Man , but of God bleſſed for e- 


1 Sam. 21. 
8,9. 


Ter. 

Wherever God ſees this Righteouſneſs he imputes no ſin; 
he diſcharges the Perſon from Guilt, and receives him into 
Grace and Favour. And that is the ſenſe of the next 
words. 

Then he is gracions unto bim, and ſaith, Deliver him from 
going to the Put, T have found a Ranſom. 


As-in the former words you'hafl ithe Meſſenger deſcribed, 


in theſe you have tae Meſlage declared. And that is, @ De- 
4roerance from the Pit by a Ranſom tound oQutby God, 


In 
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In which you have 

The Inventor, 7. 

The Invention, A ra»/orp. 

The manner of Inventing, Found. 

The fruic of the Invention, Deliverance from the Pit. 

The Spring and Source of all, 7he Grace of God. 

Then he « gracious to him, and ſaith, Deliver him from goimg 
down to the Pit. I have found a Ranſom. 

I cannot ſpeak to the words fo diſtintly as I would. 1 
ſhall indeavour to open them a little in ſpeaking to four 


Queſtions. 


1. What Pit is it that is here intended ? 

2. What Deliverance is it that is here ſpoken of ? 

3. What Ranſom is this that is {aid to be found ? 

4. Who finds this Ranſom ? and where doth he find 


it? 


Queft. x. What Pit is it that is here intended ? 

Anſw. A Pit in general, is any Miſchief or Evil that a 
Man falls into, either Temporal, Spiritual, or Eternal. 

Sometimes Temporal Ewyls, tho outward, are called a Pit. 
So Pſalm 7. 15. He made @ Pit, and dipped it, and i fallen in- 
ro it himſelf : 1. e. He deviſed Miſchief againſt others,and the 
Miſchief 1s fallen upon his own Head. 

Sometimes the Grave is called a. Pit ; and that frequently. 
So Pſalm 88. 3, 4. My life draws nigh to the grave, Iam count- 
ed with them that ga down to the pit. So Fob 17. 16. They ſhall 
20 down to the bars of the pit, when our reſt together # an the 
duſt. The Grave is a Pit with bars. The Decree of God 
is the Bar of the Grave, and his Purpole locks it up till the 
appointed time comes when all ſhall ariſe to Judgmeat, and 
then the found of the laſt Trumpet ſhall break the bars of 
the Pit, and bring forth all ( both good and bad) to make 
their Appearance at the Bay of God. 

- Sometunes Sprritual Evils are called a Pit : either Sins , 
or Temptations, or Deſfertions ; So Pſalm 40. 2. He brought 
me up out of an horrible Pit. It 15 meant of - Soul Diltretles. 


And Zech. 9. 11. By the blood of thy Covenant I hawe ſet jor 
: 
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thy Priſoners cut of the Pit, wherein is mo water. Tho this 11- 
terally is ſpoken of their deliverance from Pabylon, yer it 
points to the deliverance of the Soul from the miſery of a 
natural ſtate, and the bondage of Corruption. 

Sometimes Hell is calied a Pit, So Rev. 9. r. you read of 
the borrom!:ſs pir, and of the ſmoke of the pit, and of the Angel 
of the botto;nlefs pit. Veils 11. and of the Beaſt out of the bot- 
rom!eſs pit, Rev. 1. 7. In a'l theſe places the Pit is meant of 
He:l. | 

You ſee there are many Pits in Scripture. 'The Pit of 
Miſchief, the Pit of the Grave, the Pit of Temptation, the 
Pit of Deſertion,and the Pit of Hell. And ail theſe Fits fin 
digs to bury the Comforts of the Soul in. 

Now I take the Pit in the Text to be chiefly intended in 
the laſt ſenſe. And fo it is in the 18th and 28th werſes ; He 
will deliver his Soul from going into the pit. Now whar Pit is 
that the Soul gces into? not into the Grave, but into 

\ Hell. 
'} Andifwetake it thus, the ſenſe of the Text will be 


—>, mcre plain and obvious, Deliver him from going down to the 


© pit, I have found a ranſom. All for whom Chrilt is a ranſom 


Byaoas are not delivered from the Pit of the Grave, for that is the 
\ 


Houſe appointcd for all living. But they are all delivered from 

\ the Pit of Hell. 
; The higheſt degree of Spiritual Life, as Man is conſtitu- 
ted, cannot free him from Natural Death. Wherever ſin 
| hath but a being, Death will have a footing. And therefore 
* as dieth the foul, ſo dieth the wiſe man, Eccleſ 2.16+ that is, as 
=o the firſt death, but not as to the ſecond; for over ſuch 


y © the ſecond death hath 50 power, Rev.20.6. And why ? becauſe 


# the Grace cf God hath ſigned a Warrant, ſealed with the 
' Redecmers Blood, tor his Diſcharge ; ſo ye have it in the 
Fext; He is gracious to him, and faith, Deliver him from going 
down to the pit, for 1 h2we fornd a ranſom. 


Queft. 2, What Deliverance is this that is- here ſpoken 
of : 

Why ſach as the Pit is, ſuch is the Deliverance. As the 
Pit is intended of Death and Damnarion, fo the Deliverance 
Carries 
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carries in it a compleat Redemption. A Redemption 
from ſin, the cauſe of Damnation ; and a Redemption 
from Damnation, the fruit of ſin. 

1. It implies a redemption from fin. A ſtate of ſin is 
a ſtate of bondage and thraldom. As while he is un- 
der the power of lin, he is inflaved to Satan; fo while 
he is under the guilt of ſin, he is bound over to damna- 
tion. 

When fin is pardoned , and the guilt removed, then 
the bonds that held his Soul are looſed ; Thou haſt looſed 
my bonds, lays David, Pſal. 116. 16. And here our re- 
demption begins ; according to that of the Apoſtle , 
Eph. 1. 7. In whom we have redemption through hx blood, 
the forgiveneſs of ſins. So that when God pardons ſin, cher 
he is graciows, and ſays, Deliver him from going down to the 
pit. 


2. This Redemption is compleated in Salvation. There 


is a ſtate to which he is redeemed, as well as fom which. + 


The ſtate from which, is a ſtate of Condemnation. There 
* no condemnation to them that are in Chriſt Feſus, Rom. 
8. 1. The ſtate ro which, is Salvation and Glory. Ir is 
not enough to be redeemed om Siz , and Death, and 
Hell, and Satan, unleſs we are redeemed to God. The 
Blood of Chriſt purchaſed poſitive Mercies as well as ne- 
oative. He doth not ſee the travel of his ſoul to ſatisfacti- 
on in delivering us from Hell and Satan , till he hath 
ladged us ſafe. in the boſom of God. And therefore 
this is that which compleats the Song of the Beaſts and 
Elders, Rev. 5. 9. Thou waſt” ſlain, and haſt redeemed ws to 
God by thy blood. 

And therefore Redemption is ſpoken of in Scripture 
as a thing to come, a priviledge to be injoyed in the next 
World, and therefore 'tis to be waited tor at preſent , 
Rom. 8. 23. We which have the firſt fruits of the Spirit groan 
within our ſelve, waiting for the Adoption, to wit , the 
Redemption of aur Body.. . And .when is that, not till the 
general Refurreftion, © Therefore that -is called the Day 
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Gal.1.13. 


t Cor, 15:43. 


of Redemption, Epheſ.4.30. Te are ſealed to the Day of Re- 


1 

' We have Redemption now in the application , but not 
in full poſſeſſion. It is begun, but it is not perfefed. We 
are redeemed from the guilt and power of fin, but not from 
the defilement , and penal effets of fin. We are now 
redeemed from the curſe of the Law, but we are not yet pol- 
fed of all the Comforts of the Goſpel. 

The Priviledges we now injoy - are the Fruits of 
Chriſt's purchaſe, but we do not wyoy all which he hath 
<—mmang We have a right by Faith to the whole in- 
1critance, but we cannot as yet inherit upon that right. 
Though Redemption be perteatly m_ t by Chriſt, 
yet it is applied but in por in the preſent ſtate. We 
muſt ſtay till the great Reſurretion, before we can be 
pur into falt poſſeſſion. 

" This Body that is ſown i diſhonour, mult firſt be raiſe4 


in glory, and this corruptible muſe put on incorruption, and 


Verf. 54. this mortal muſt put on immortality ; and then ( as Elihu 


Job 33 25426-f7eſher. then a Childs , he ſhall return to the days 


ſays in the words following the Text,) b:s by ſhall be 
of his youth. 


And then God will be fawourable to him, and be ſhall ſee his 
face with joy. 

All this is included in the Deliverance here mention- 
1 Theſl. 1.10.ed. It is not only 4 deliverance from wrath to come, but a 


Eph. 1.14. 


redemption to the purchaſed poſſeſſion. This Ranſom reaches 
from Death to Life, from Satan to God, from the Pit to 
Paradiſe, from Hell to Heaven. It is ſuch a Deliverance 
as carries a compleat Salvation in it: and nothing ſhort 
of this can be fully expreflive of that Grace which found 
it out. For he is gracious, and ſaith, Deliver him from go- 


ing down to the pit , I have found a Ranſom. And that 


brings me to a third Query. 


Que#t. 3. What Ranſom is this that God is faid to find, 
and upon the account of which, Souls are delivered from 
the Pit? 

A Ranſom properly is that which purchaſes Redemp- 
tion. 
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rion; - It is a Redemp 
and to be ranſomed is the ſame thing. The redeemed ſhall 
walk there; atnd the raniſormed of the Lord ſha!l return and 
come to Sion with Song +, Tfa. 3 5.9,10. 

Tt is the Lord Jeſts Chriſt that is the Ranſom in the 
Text, his Merit and Righteouſneſs, both in doing and 
ſuffering, is the price of our Redemprion, and that fronr 
the Curte of the Law, from the Juſtice of God, from the 
Power of Satan, and from Death ſpiritual and eter- 
nal. | | | | 

There is a redemption by porver, and a redemption 
by price. Weare redeemed out of the Soul deſtroying hand 
of Goran by power, but we are redeemed out of the S*: 
revenging hand of God by price. And that price is no 
common Price, it is no lefs then the-Blood of Chrilt , 
r Per. x. 18, rg. Te were not redeemed with cortuprible things 
as fiber and gold, ——— bat with the precious blood f Chrift, 
as of a Lamb withont blemiſh, and without fpor. Therefore 
Chriſt is called the Redeemer, 7a. 59.7. The Redeemer ſhall 
come 10 Zion. And under this Title Fob ap ates him 
to himſelf, Fob 19. 25. 1 know that my Redeemer loves. 
And he is faid' to obtam eternal redemption for ws, Hebr. 
9. 12. And this is the Ranſom in' the Text : and ir im- 
plies two things. | 


r. The Miſery of the ftate ſin had brought us into. 
A ftate of Bondage and Thraldom ; a ſtate of Death and 
Damnation. That is the cafe of every Son of 44am by 
the Fall : 'all Humane Nature was dropping into ever- 
laſting Deſtruction. | 


2. Ft implies the voluntarinefs of Chriſt in giving 
himſelf for a Ranſom. Had not his undertaking beer 
free and voluntary, it could not have been meritorious. 
For he who-acts by conſtraint,cannot merit by his doing. 
He who parts with what he cannot keep, can merit no- 
thing by parting with it. 

The Apoſtle tells us (Ro. 4. 4.) what Merit is : 
C 2 


Tt is 
tuch 


tion by price. To be redeemed, 


A Sermon preach d at the Funeral 


Numb. 23 23. 


fach an adjun& of obedience. as whereby the reward is 
reckoned not of grace, but of debr. God in the covenant of 
Redemption having propoſed to Chriſt a Law of Obe- 
dience, with promiſes of ſuch and fuch Rewards, upon 
condition of his fulfilling the Obedience required ; and 
Chriſt having performed that Obedience, hence the re- 
ward is reckoned to him of debt. For whatever was pro- 
miſed to Chriſt upon a Condition, he:performing that 
Condition, might righteouſly claim as the reward of his 
Merit. 

There are two things in the Death of Chriſt, payment 
and purchaſe ; ſatisfa10n and procuration. By the one we 
are ranſomed from Miſery, by the other we are intitled 
to Glory. The firſt fruit of his Death , is Leliverance 
wrought, the next is an Inherirance purchaſed. | 

Now the blood of Chriſt had been unavailable to both, 
had it not been laid down freely. Had he been compel- 
led to die, he could not have merited ought for us by 
dying. What was the fruit of Force , could, not have 
been meritorious. Therefore he ſays, No man takes my 
life jrom me,T lay down of my ſelf, John 10.18. 

And from the voluntarinef of his Death .in purſuance 
of the eternal compact between the Father and the Son, 
and the infinite value of it, as being the blood of God ; fo 
it became a ſufficient price, not only to ra»ſom us, but to 
purch:ſe all grace and glory for us. 

O how great is the Grace of Chriſt / how ſhould the 
Meditation of it refreſh, yea nouriſh our hearts:; What 
Balaam ſays,. by way of admiration, ot the works of God 
for Iſrael, What hath the Lord wrought ? the lame we may 
fay of the undertaking of Chriſt for his People, What hath 
Chriſt purchaſed ? what a ranſom, what a ſalvation, what a 
deliverance, what an imbheritance, what mercy for the pre- 


ſent, what glory for the future ? 


O how prectous is the blood of Chriſt ! there is an in- 
finite valuE"in the price of it. So that it there were as 
many worlds of men, as there are men in the world, it 


would be a ranſom ſufficient for them all. {1 


Oueſt. 
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Queſt. 4. But inaſmuch. as this Ranſom is here faid to 
be found. It will be queried, 1 

Who found it ? | 

Not Man. Man is found ranſomed, but Man did not 
find the ranſom. I am found of them that ſought me not, 
Wa 65.1. The Grace of God tinds it. Then he is gracioas, 
and ſays, Deliver him, I have found a ranſom. But where 
did he find it ? It was not to be found any where out of 
himſelf. It was found in his own. boſom. Jeſus Chriſt 
came out of the boſom of the Father, John 1.18. This is the 
Lord's doing, and therefore ſhould be marvellous in our 
eyes, Plal.118.23. I have found a ranſom. 

The manner of Expreflion implies in it three things. 

1. The weakneſs and utter impotency of the Creature 
to have found out a way for its own ranſom. If all the 
Men on Earth had fat in counſlfrom the Fall to this day 
to have found out a way bow ſinning Man might be 
redeemed from the condemning Sentence of the Law, 
without damage to the Juſtice. of God, all- their #3/dom 
would have proved Fool:ſbnef in this matter. - They could 
never have found it out. 

In Rev. 5.1. you. read of a- Book in the right hand of him 
that ſat on the Throne; and in the next verſe there is an An- 
gel makes a challenge, who is worthy to open the Book, and to 
looſe the ſeals thereof ? and it is 1aid, ( v. 3.) no man'in bea- 
ven or earth 3s able to open the Book nor look thereon. Much 
leſs could they have found out a remedy againſt the dam- 
ning miſchict of ſin. 

2. This finding a ranſom implies that God the Father 
was the firſt Author and Inventer -pf this bleſſed projet 
of Redemption. Tho it was wrought out by Chrilt, yet 
it was contrived by the Father. For, 

x. It was he who firſt ſummoned that great Counſel 
held by all the Perſons in Elohim, when neither Men nor 
Angels exiſted. Then did God fit in Conſultation with 
his Wiſdom and Love, his Word and Spirit about the great 


2, It 


buſinebs of redeeming Man. God the Father was fir in. If 40.13,14. 


it, 
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2. It was he that firlt pixched npon the Son, and laid 
4 him as the foundation of the whole ſtyucture of Salvation. 
I have laid help upon one that is mighty,Plal:89.19. Our help 

is in Chriſt, co him we muſt look ; but it is God that 

made him a help. He is « ranſom to redeem us, but it is 

God who found him for us.Thave found aranſom.It is theLord's 

aw PRA doings, (meeth Fehovah) ths is from the Lord, Plal.118.2 3. 
IR The whole of Redemption from firſt to laſt is 

faid to be propoſed from Eternity in Jeſus Chriſt, Eph. 3. 

17. becauſe God choſe him out to bottom all his Counſels 

and Purpoles upon in the whole of the work. Chrifts 

Merits had no hand in his being made a Redeemer tho they 

are the price of redemption. He was' a Redeemer by Eletion 

and choice, not by merit and price. 2» 
Somethings are the fruits of his Merit , as Faftificarion, 

ton, Santtification, 8c. But lome things were purely 

God's a&t without any merit of Chriſt. And fuch was F- 

le#ion, both Chriſt's and ours. Chrift neither merited 

our Elettion, nor his own miſſien and incarnation. Ele&tion 

is the proper adt of the Father, and all thoſe means which 

were appointed for the accompliſhing the ends of it, are 

of the Father's comrivance ; and fo was the Mediator 

hinaſelf. So fays the Holy Ghoſt in 1 Per. 1.20. Who verily 

| | was fore-ordained before the foundation of the World. Fore- 
[| ordained for what ? to be a ranſom;lo it is faid in the two 


— 


tormer Verſes. . 
So that Chriſt is the Ele of God, as well as you. Be- 
bold mine Elef in whom my Soul delighteth, Ka. 42. r. Our 
Gal 4.4 Redeemer came out of the Womb of the Virgin in the 
falneſs of time, bat he came out of the womb of the 
Decree tong before that, even from Eternity. He is not 
eletted to be a Son, but a ranſom. Heis a Sor by eternal ge- 
eration, but a Redeemer by eleftzon. And therefore tho 
both are eternal acts of the Father, yet his being a Son 
| is in Greer of nature before his being a Redeemer. For his 
| being « Son is from God's nature, and therefore he is ſo 
k ” wueceſſari/y ; bur his being matle a Redremer is from God's 
| ill and pleaſure, and therefore that is arbitrary ; he was'a 
£ Son 
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Son before he was a Redeemer, and he had been 2 Sor tho | 


heawhad never been a Redeemer. For the one was neceſſary, 
the other was arbitrary. Begotten as a Son, but ele as a 
Saviour. Chriſt was firſt choſen as the Well-head of 
Grace and Glory, and then God choſe out fuch , on 
whom, by and through Chriſt , theſe bleflings ſhould be 
conferred. And therefore the Scripture tpeaks of the 
undertaking of Chrilt in fuch a manner as fully atteſts 
the priority of the Father in the work. I was ſer up from 
everlaſting, Prov.8.23. And [/a. 42.6. I the Lord have called 
thee in yn and will give thee for a Covenant of the 
People, for a Light of the Gentiles. To open the blind eyes, to 
bring out the Priſoners from the priſon , and them that fit im 
darkneſs out of the Priſon-houſe. "This is the very ſame lan- 
guage which the Text ſpeaks, Deliver him from going down 
to the pit, I have found a ran/om. | 

All thoſe Scriptures prove this, where Chriſt is ſaid to 


be ſent of God, and the gift of God, and the /ervant of o 
John 4.10. 


do the will of God. And fo where he is faid to be made Joi 1 


God, -and to obſerve the commands of God, and coming to 
of God to ws wiſdom, righteouſneſs, ſandtification, and redemp- 
tion, 1 Cor. 1. 3o. 

He is our 2»:/dom, but God made him, ſo. He is our 
rigbteouſneſ,, but God made him ſo. He is ſan&ification to 
us, but God made him fo. He is our redemption, but God 
made him ſo ; 1. e. he found the ranſom. 

And theretore the Holy Ghoſt diſtingniſhes the Father 
from the Son by this Character ; The Father of whom are 
all things, and Feſus Chriſt by whom are all things, 1 Cor.8$.6. 
All things are of the Father in point of invention, and by the 
Son in point of execution. "The Father is the firſt contri- 
ver, and Chriſt is the great andertaker. "The whole model 
of mercies is of the Father's drawing, but the injoyment of 
mercies is of Chriſt's purchaſing. He pays the ranſom, 
which is the price of our redemption, but the Father finds 
the ranſom by chooſing him to be a redeemer. Ihave found 


a ranſom. 


3- This finding a ranſom implies the acquieſcency 00 


ohn 


ohn 6.38. 


I4- 3T. 
ohn 40.7. 
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the heart of Godin it. Ir is a raniom by ſuch a price 
as is every way fatisfactory to the Juſtice of God,and thr 
was the blood of the Son of God. Nothing lefs couid 
have been a ſufficient Satisfa&tion. For pray mind this ; 
Whence dorh the fatisfactorineis of Chriit's undertaking 
reſult ? Ir is nor from the dignity oi his perſon ; no, that 
indeed makes it to be of infinite value and worth, but 
it doth not make itto be a vatisfa&tion. For God might 
have retuſed it, notwithſtanding the dignity of the Per- 
ſon that ottered it, had nothing elſe interpoſed. As Chrift 
was under no n<cefliry to give vatisfaction, 1o the Father 
was under no necetiicy to accept it. 

The fame might be 1aid of the greatneſs or his Suffer- 
ings ; the Satisfaction of Juſtice doth not ariſe from them. 
No, but it aries from that Agreement that pafled be- 
eween the Father and the Son in the Covenant of Re- 
demption. Such a Covenant the Scripture holds out, in 
which there are certain Articles and Conditions concern- 
ing the redemption of Manvoluntarily conſented to, and 
to be pertormed by each party. There was ſomething to 
be performed by Chriit to the Father, and ſomething by 
the Father to Chritt. 

Chriſt's part was to take up Humane Nature , to be 
made in the /ikenefs of [inful fleſh, to become a Surety for 
Man to God, to be made ſm, to bear the Curſe due to it, 
to anſwer all the Demands of Juſtice, for the diſhonour 
tin had done to injured Majeſty ; that fo God and Sinners 
might be brought into a ſtate of Reconciliation and A- 
mity. 

The Father on his part ingages to prepare him a Pody, 
to accept him as a Swrety , to fir him for the work, to 
ftrengthen him in it, and to accept his pertormance as a fu!l 
Satisfaction to his Juſtice, and thereupon to pardon and 
fave all, that lay hold of his Righteouinefls. 

And this expounds that dark place in Zech. 9.11. As for 
thee, by-the Blood of thy Covenant I bave ſent forth thy Pri- 
ſoners out of the pit wherein is no water. Moſt underſtand 
this of the redeeming the captived Jews out of Babylon. 
| [ 
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I do not deny thisfenſe, but ſure they have a farther ſenſe 
then this. I take them as the words of the Father to the 
Son. The pit wherein is no water is the natural flate. The priſoners 
'n the pit, are not ſinners in general, for all arenot ſent forth. 
But ſuch as the Father gave ro Chriſt to redeem ; therefore 
called, thy priſoners. Priſoncrs in regard of their bondage to 
lin ; thy priſoners, as being given to Chriſt to ranſom and re- 
deem.The ſending forth the Priſoners, being ſpoken of as the Fa- 
thers a&t , I have ſent them forth, 1s an evidence of his full fa- 
tisfaction for ſin. And that which ſatisfies him is the blood 
of Chriſt, as it is the blood of the Covenant, viz.that Covenant 
of Redemption that paſſed in Eternity between the Father 
and the Son. By the blood of thy Covenant I have ſent forth thy 
Priſeners. So that this Scripture is of one ſound and ſenſe with 
the Text , Deliver him from going down to the pit, I have fonnd 
Aa YAanſom. 

I 16 have ſpoken to one thing more mentioned in the 
Text, wiz. the ſpring and ſource of this Ranſom and Deli- 
verance, and that is,the Grace of God, This had the firſt hand 
in the work. He  graciors to him, and ſays, Deliver him from 
going down to the pit. 


hat a woful Abyf of Miſery was poor Man plunged in- | 


to by the Fall ! obnoxious to all the Severities of Divine 
Vengeance , fo that his caſe was become deſperate, and 
nothing to be looked for, but Wrath and Damnation. 

Now what ſhall prevent this ? Where is there a Remedy 
to be found ? Ir lies only in the Soveraign Grace of God. 
Man in his lapſed. ſtate cannot deferve a Ranſom ; much lefs 
ſuch a Ranſom as this in the Text, made up of fuch a price 
as the blood of God. Where nothing remains but defor- 
mity and defilement, there can be no deſert 5 Innocency it ſelf 
cannot merit of God, much leſs Pollution and Filth. Re- 
demprion is from meer Grace, a Favour not procured b 
the wortn of Man who receives it, but excited by the Grace 
of God who diſpenſes it. 

Nothing can be an Obligation upon God to redeem Man, 
tis his own Grace obliges him. Man was fo far from layin 
Obligations upon God by deſert, that he never once attempte 
to ingage his Compaſſion by reque/t. "Tho he was ſunk into the 
depth of Miſery, yet he had no deſire of a better ſtate. Sup- 
plications and "Tears are prevailing Solicitors with melting 

D Bowels, 
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Bowel, and ſuch are the Bowels of God ; but the ſinner 
was ſo far from drawing them forth,that by his contemptuous 
Refuſals he rather indeavoured to op them up. And yet ou 
miſery and undoneneſs moved God, when there was nothing 
elſe to draw forth his Compaſlions. 

Graceruns through every part of this ranſoming work from 
firſt to laſt. Grace pitched upon Chrilt to undertake it. And 
oh how early was God in it! tor the Ranſcm was provided 
long before the Vaſſalage commenced. $7» was never thought 
9, by the Creature , when a Redeemer was ordained of God. 
Nay, Man's redemption was contrived , before his being was 
beſtowed ; for it was laid from Eternity , whereas he began 
to be in time. God foreſaw Man would fin and be miſerable, 


1 Fet.1.19. and therefore provided him a Goel , a Redeemer, before the 


Foundation of the World. 

And as Grace ordained Chriſt to this work, 10 it was Grace 
.that firred him for it,and it was Grace that called him to it,and 
Grace that accepted him in it. Juſtice muſt have Satisfaction 
for ſin, but it is Grace that ſpares the ſinner, and takes the 


Gen 22.13 Surety,as Abraham ſpares Taac,and offers the Ram in his ſtead. 


Rom. 6.21. 


There can be no Deliverance out of the hands of Juſtice but 
by a full price, and therefore Grace finds out a Ranſom. 

So that the whole of Redemption is Grace , and Riches of 
Grace; 1o the Apoſtle calls it Epheſ. 1. 7. In whom we have 
Redemption through has blood, according to the Riches of 
his Grace. It is Grace to find out a Ranſom, it is Grace to 
accept it, and to deliver and fave ſinners upon the account of 
it Thus is God gracious,and ſays, Deliver him from going down 
to the pit, I have found a ranſom. 

But I ſhall proceed no farther in Explication ; I muſt make 
ſome improvement of theſe things by Application. 


Infer. 1. What a curſed thing 1s fin, how dreadful are the 


fruits of it ; the end of theſe things # death. It brings the Soul 
down to the pit, yea to ſuch a pir from which nothing but 
the precious blood of the Son of God can be  Rarſorn. 

Infer. 2. How is the Wiſdom of God to be admired in the 
eontrivance of ſuch a way for the ranſoming and redeeming of 
loft ſinners. His dow: is to be adored in all his Works , in 
Creation, in Dominion, in all his works of Providence ; but his 
wiſdom in the work of Redemption tranſcends all. This is 


the chief of all the works and ways of God. Herein + » 
1 
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ſaid to have abownded rowards ms in all wiſdom and prudence, E- 
pheſ 1.8. Wiſdom referreth to the myſtery of it , Prudence to 
che time and way of diſcovery. W:ſdom in the eternal coun- 
ſel, Prudence in ordering things to attain the end of his coun- 

E ſel. There is all Wiſdom in the contrivance, and all Prudence 

| in the accompliſhment. 

Here is the Debtor diſcharged without being at any cof# ; 
and yet Satisfaction made without any abatement.Sin puniſhed 
without ſhewing mercy, and yet the {immer acquitted without 
bearing the pena/ry. And fo God ar once infinitely righte- 
ous, and yet infinitely gracious. O how doth all 2»;/dom and 
prudence abound herein ! 

: The Apoſtle (in Epheſ. 3.10.) calls it the manifold wiſdom mwmic- 

of God. It is as various as it is myſterions. A conjunction *®* 
of excellent ends, and excellent means to bring them abour. 
The ends are the glory of God, and the ſalvation of man. The 
means are, God made Man,the union of two infinitely diſtant 
Natures in one perſon,and fo made fit to be a Redeemer. Ran- 
{oming us from Death by dying. Delivering us from the pit, 
by going down into the Grave 3 Redeeming us from the Curſe 
by being made a Curſe. O how ſhould-this Wiſdom be admi- 
red by all who ſhare in this Ranſom ! 

Iyfer. 3. How unſpeakable great is the Love and Grace of 
God the Father in the work of Redemption. We are more 
apprehenſive of Chriſt's Love, becauſe he bled and died for 
us, then we are of the Love of the Father, becauſe that lies 
more out of tight ; it is not fo viſible in its effects. 

| would not ſpeak one word that ſhould look like a leſſen- 

Y ing the Love and Grace of Chriſt, God forbid. It was great, 

| it was wonderful. All his Tranſactions were nothing elſe but 
Love expounded and made maniteſt 2 What was his Incarna- 

1:0n ? but Love in Swadling Clothes. What were his Sufferings ? 

but Love in travel. What was his Burial? but Love laid in 

the Grave. What was his Reſurreftion and Aſcenſion ? but love 

in its !riumph. 

Notining could have brought Chriſt to do what he did.and 
ſuffer what he ſuffered, but Love.He knew what the Redemp- 
tion of Souls would coſt,how dear it would be to him ; and 
yet Love conſents to he at all the charge. He lowed w5,ond gave 
himſelf for us an Offering and a Sacrifice to God for a ſweet ſmelling 
[acvour, Ephel. 5.2.Ler that new Song therefore be tor ever ſing 
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to his praiſe, Thou waſt ſlain, and haſt redeemed us to God by thy 
blood. 

But yet the Father had the firſt hand in it. Redemprion had 
its firſt riſe in the Eternal purpoſe of his Free Grace:he ordain- 
ed, and anointed, and ſent Chril to bring it about 5 lo that the 
ranſom was of lis fnding. And therefore let all the ranſomed of 
the Lord for cver admire the riches of his Grace herein. 

IÞfcr.g. How willing and ready muſt God be to pardoh and 
fave the worlt of ſinners who come to him by Chriſt. What 

reater Argument can there be to prove it, then giving the 
Lord Chiilt tor a Ranſom to effet it? Who ſpared not his own 
Son, Rom. 8. 32. I pleaſed the Lord ro bruiſe him, he hath put 
bim to prief, Iſai. 53. 10. 

What can be more abhorrent to the heart of a tender Fa- 
ther then to have a hand in the Death of his own Son , eſpe- 
cially if he be an only Son,and a dutitul Son,a Son that never 
in the leaſt diſpleaſed or offended him 2 Who can bear to 
part with ſuch a Son ? 

It goes to the heart of a Parent but to ſtand by and fe 
the Death of a Child. And therefore Hagar, when her Son 
was in diſtreſs, lays him down, and fat at a diſtance; And 
why ? Alas ! ſhe could not bear to ſee him die. Let me not ſee 
the death of the Child , 1aid ſhe, and fhe lift up her woice and 
wept, Gen. 21, 16. But to contrive a Son's death, to reſolve 
it, to have a handin it, to grder all things about it ,who can 
do this? and yet all this God did. And can there be a 
greater proof of his willingneſs to ſave ſinners. 

Why then ſhould any entertain {uch hard and unbecoming 
thoughts of God as many do ? O what Jealouſies and Fears 
ariſe in awakened ſinners concerning God ! from a ſenſe of the 
greatneſs of their ſins, and unworthinebs. They dare not come 
to God,they dare not pray, they dare not believe. ----will God 
own ſuch a vile ſinner,ſuch a polluted wretch as I am? The 
look on him as a God of ##rarh,rather then as a God of Peace, 
rather with-a Sword in his hand , then Love in his heart. 

Agegravare thy ſins to the highelt, in order to humbling, 
but let it not work to difcouragement ; for this Red Sea of 
Chriſt's blood is deep enough to drown all theſe Egypriar 
Luſts, tho they are a mighty Hoſt. Whatever thy Bondage 
and V affalage is by reaſon of them, yet here is a ſufficienc 
ranſom : For with him there is plenteous Redemption, ___ 0.7. 
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None ſhall ever be able to lay their Deftrution at God's 
Door, nor to ſay, Lord, I was willing to cometo thee, bur 
thou would(t not receive me. I would haverenounced all my 
ſins, and took thee upon thy own terms, and thou would(t 
not. No; for God i not willing that any ſhould periſh,but that 

| all ſhould come to repentance, 2 Pet.3.9. He makes a free tender 

6 of his Ranſom to all in the Miniſtry of the Goſpel. And 

therefore if the Apoſtle Paw could fay, I am pure from the AR.20.26. 

blood cf all men, becauſe he had preached Chriſt ; ſurely God 

may ſay fo much more, who hath freely given Chrilt, har 

whoever believes in him might not periſh , but have everlaſting 

Fl life, John 3.16. How ſhould the conſideration of this ſcat- 

J cer all our Doubts and Fears for ever. If God had not been 
infinitely willing to /ave the worſt of ſinners f-om2 going down 
to the pit, he would never have found out ſuch a Ranſom. 

Infer.5. What precious Jewels are our immortal Souls ! The 
Ranſom found out and paid down for them, i a ſufficient 
evidence of the value of them. Te were not redeemed with 
corruptible things, as ſibver and gold, but with the precious 
blood of Chriſt,1 Pet.1.18,19. Gold and Silver may redeem 
Men from £i/gier or Trepoly , but not from Hell and Eternal 
Miſery. Only the blood of God is an equivalent price for 
the redemption of Souls from that ſtate. And yer (which 
is fad to conſider) at how cheap a rate do moſt Men fell 
their Souls: for a little gain, for a puff of honour,for a mo- 
mentary pleaſure, tor a luſt, for a ſtrumpet, for any thing , 
for nothing. O what folly and madneſs is this ! the Lord a- 
waken Men to ee it before it is too late. 

Infer: 6. Seeing God hath been io gracious to find a Ranſom, 

f it is our duty to labour to fnd it too. And that is, by a dili- 

| gent ſeeking after Chriſt, who is the Ranſom here intended. It 

| is not enough that God hath found him, f0t notwithſtanding 

this, we ſhall be utterly /oft unleſs we fnrd him. We are at 

preſent every one of us by the Fall in a Jo eſtate. And as 

God hath ſent Chriſt zo ſeek and ſave them that are loſt, 1o he Marth. 18. 

| hath promiſed that they that are loſt ſhall find him, if they ſeek *1« 

; him and ſearch for him with all their heart, Jes. 29. 13. And 

therefore let us give all diligence 1o to ſeek him,thatwe may 

| find him , and be found in him, not having our own righteouſneſs, 

| which # of the Law, bus that which is through the Faith of 

Chriſt, the Righteouſneſs which « of God by Faith, Phil. 3.9. 


> 


Þyfer. 


"HY ermon preach'd at the F uncral 


Rom.8.1. 
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Iifer. Laſt. What admirable Comfort refules from this Truth 
to all that are made ſharers in this Ra»ſom,who are the redeem- 
ed of the Lord. 

I. Ir is matter of Comfort , with reſpe& to the Law, For 
you are for ever freed from all the r4g14 Exattions of it,as it is 
a binding Covenant. So that it hath no more to do with you 
in that ſenſe ; tor ye are not under the Law,Rom.6.14 A Be- 
liever is ſtill »92der the Law for conduct, but, not for jude ment. 
He is under the Law tor direcfion,but not for condemnation : tor 
the Son hath made him free. And if the Son make you free , 
then are ye free indeed, John 8.36. So that the Law ſhall never 
be able to hurt one Believer. Indeed it hath terrible Þ4:re- 
ments again(t all that are under it,but it ſhall never be able to 
produce any thing againſt ſuch as are jeed trom it. For again#t 

uch there is no Law. 

And is not this Comfort ? It the Law Fowns,Chritt /miles ; 
and the Fowns of- the Law cannot extinguiih the /m1iles of 
Chriſt. If the Law threatens, Chrilt promiſes; and the threats 
of the Law can't make void the promiſes of Chrilt. It the Law 
curſes,Chriit bleſſes ; and the curſes ofthe Law can't reach that 
Soul that 1s bleſſed with all ſpiritual bleſſings in heavenly things in 
Chriſt. 

2.By this Ranſom the Believer is for ever feed from /.Tho 
he is not,as yet Feed from the preſence of it, yet he is feed irom 
the power of it, both its congemming and its raigning power. 

IT. Sim hath no condemning power in a Believer. Tho he 
often condemns himieif for ſi, yet ſin ſhall never conder/1n him. 
And why ? Becauſe it hath been it ſelf condemned by Chriſt. 
Rom.8.3. Cod ent his own Son im the likeneſf of ſinful fleſh, and 
for ſin, ( i.e. by being a Sacritice for fin) condemned [in in the 


fleſh. And if tin was condemned in the fleſh of Chriſt, how can 


it condemn the Chriſtian ? That which hath been charg<d up- 
on Chriſt, ihall never be charged upon you. 

Hath God received a full Satisfaction of Chriſt , or hath 
he not? {i not,why was he taken from Priſon, and from Fudg- 
ment ? How came he to be juſtified in the Spirit, and received 


- 1p into Glory? Why is he ſet on the right hand of the Throne of 
Bcbr. 8. I. 


the Majeſt; in the Heavens ? Thele are andeniable proofs that 
God is fully fatished. And if fo, then how can ſin condemn 
any Soul in Chriſt 7 Therefore every Believer may triumph- 
1mgly take up the Apoſtles challenge in his own right, Row.8. 
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34. Who ſhall lay any thing to the charge of God's Ele? It 
Gol rhar h bo 5 Who PY Hoes ——— 4 # Chriſt that died. 
This is the Ranſom which being once paid, can never be un- 
paid ; having been once accepred, it can never be refuſed. God 
can 10 more condemn a Believer when he looks upon Chriſt, 
then he can drown the World againſt his promiſe ,, when he 
om upon the Rain-bow in the Clouds. And is not this Com- 

ort 2? | 

2. Sin hath no raigning power in a Believer. Tho it hath 
{till 2 being in him, yet it hath not dominion over him.T do 
not ſay he is pertely redeemed from the power of fin at pre- 


ſent. It hath not ſuch a power as it hath in the Unregene-Rom.7.18, 
rate, but yet a power it hath ſtill, a moleſting power,a warring Rom.7.23. 


power, a captivating power, a tyramical power, but yet it hat 
not a _—_ _— Sin. cannot be ſaid to raign in any 
Believer ; God hath ſaid it ſhall not, Rows. 6. 14. It is ſtill p . 
ſent, but it 15 not predominant. Corruption is ſtill working, but 
it is not raigning. It may trouble us, but it ſhall not govern us. 
It is with fin in a Believer, as with the Beaſts in Daniel's Vi- 
fion, who, tho their lives were prolonged for a ſeaſon, yet their 
Dominion was taken away, Dan. 7. 12. Auſtin ſpeaks of Man 
in a four-fold State ; Before the Law , under the Law, under 
Grace, and in Glory. 

Before the Law, we did neither fight nor ſtrive againſt ſin. 

Under the Law, we fight, but are overcome. 

Under Grace we fight and conquer. 

But i» Glory there is all Conqueſt, and no more Combates to 
eternity. But that ſtate is yet to come. In the mean time, 
wherever the virtue of Chriſt's Croſs takes place, it is the ru- 
ine of fins throne. 

And is not this Comfort ? 
For no Dominion 1o wile, 1o intollerable as that of ſin, and no 


Service 1o baſe in the uſe, and fo deſtru#ive in the iſſue for rhe Rom.6.21, 


end of theſe things is death. 

But wherever ſin is now put out of Jo-1:ni0n, there it ſhall 
— be put out of being. Cu coming was to free 
you from ſins power,his next coming ſhall be to &ee you from 


ſins preſence. His great deſign is to perfect Sandtification in 
you, that you may be without ſpot, or wrinkle,or any ſuch thing. Eph. 5.27. 
And therefore it will not be long before you ſhall be per- 
_ fly redeemed from all fin for ever, 
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3. Chriſt a Ranſom affords great comfort againſt the rewp- 
fation of Satan. There are two things in the Children of God 
which arc the matter of his envy ; their Graces and their 
Comforts. And his deſign is levelled againſt the one and the 
other, to extinguiſh both our Graces and our Comforts. But be 
cauſe he knows he can never ſucceed in the former, therefore 
he ſets himſe'f with the greater ſubti/ty and malice again!'t the 
latter : that if he cannot make us walk fully, yer he may 
cauſe us to walk dejeftedly. And this greatly ſerves his de- 
tign ; for it diſhonours God, it grieves the Comforter. It re- 
proaches Religion, as if it were the troubler of all peace and 
comfort ; it {tops our own progreſs in grace, and j-;ghts and 
{cares others from coming into the ways of God, which are 
attended with fuch conſequences. | 

And therefcre he uſes all Arts and Devices to ob!tru& the 
Chriſtian's comfort. Sometimes he fills the Soul with Deabrs 
and Deſpondencies about its ſpiritual ſtate. 

Sometimes he tempts it to downright ſinning againſt God. 
And when upon any fall into fin, the Spirit of God comes 
wich new Convittions,and opens the fluce of godly ſcrrow, then 
doth Satan ſet in, and aggrawates the guilr , till the Soul 
concludes it unpardonable ; and thus he railes a flood , that 
the waters do even /mk the Soul. And this was David's 
caſe, Pſal.69.1,2. I am come into deep waters, where the floods 
overflow me. 

Some times he lays his Brats at the Peliever's oor ; charg- 
ing thoſe ſins to his account, which are properly his own. 
This is very common , eſpecially in the caſe of thought- 
fins ; wcleay thoughts, murderous thoughts , blaſphemous 
thoughts, &C. 

Satan doth injett them into the mind , and then the Fe- 
liever, not diſcerning the cunning of Satay on the one hand, 
and knowing the flrhinefs of his own heart on the other, 
takes them to be his own, and charges himſelf with the 
guile of them, as if he were the filrhieſ# finner , and vileſt 
blaſphemer in the World. And this muſt needs exringuiſh com- 
fort. 

Some times he charges our Duties with fm, and then ar- 
enes from the /infulneff, to the nen-acceptance of them. Ts 
not God a holy God? and can Duties that are done with 
ſuch a dead frame, ſach a wandering mind; ſich diftra#ed 
thoughts, 
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thoughts, and ſuch carnal affections , ever find acceptance 
with ſuch a God ? Thus by 4i{couraging the Chriſtian in his 
work, he cuts off his comfort, which utually comes in this 
way. 

wan times he puzzles him, about his Election, and fo ſets 
him to the wroyg end of his work, that he may have no 
comfort in working ; Whereas we are not to mtangle our 
ſelves with the intricacies of Ele&ior, but to look to our 
Calling. This being cleared, clears the other. Tho God's 
chooſing be the firlt a&, yet our believing is the firlt Evidence. 
The Hw:bandman knows it is Spring by the putting forth of the 
Earth, tho he be altogether ignorant in the poſition of the Hea- 
VENS. y 

Some times he poſes him about the time of his Comverſion , 
and fo robs him of the comfort of the thing, by puzzling 
him about the time ; as if the work could not be wrought, 
unleſs I know the time of working it 2 Will a man queſtion 
the water in the fream, becauſe he knows not the head of the 
River ? Shall I deny that: the Sun ſhines, becauſe I do not 
know what hour it riſes ? the ruth of Grace is beſt known by < 
the Fruits of it ; the fruit ſhews that the Tree lives, tho we 
know not when it took root. 

Some times he makes a man qweſ#:0n rhe truth of all his for- 
mer evidences, tho they have been many and greaz. Helo far 
unravels the work within, as to periwade the Soul all was but 
deluſion which he took for a well-grounded hope. Thou a 
Believer ? what haſt to ſhew ? thy decds are all forged, thy 
evidences were never ſealed in the Spirit's Office, but with the 
counterfeit Seal of a ſelf-deluded heart. "that which thou 
haſt taken for 2ſurance of the goodneſs of thy Nate, is nothing 
but groundleſs preſumption. And tis by bringing a man to 
let go his evidences, he cats off all his comfort at once. Theſe 
are ſome of the many ways which Satan hath to rob a 
Chriſtian of his comforts. 

But they that are the rarſomed of the Lord may fetch 
comfort and ſupport from this truth under all the temptations 
of Satan : for neither principalities, ror powers, ſnall be able to ſe- 
parate us from the love of God which & m Chrijt Jeſus our Lord. 

Tho Satan be a potent enzmy, yet he 15 a conquered enemy; 
his Temptations may wex and zrcwble Believers, and poſtibly 
may in this or that particular caſe —_ them to ſi, and de- 
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file them, but they ſha'l never prevail ſo far as finally to' o- 
wercome them. 1f he ſhould finally conquer any one Saint, 
he would conquer Chrift ; for every Saint is a Member of 
Marth. 16. Chriſt : and he hath faid it, That the Gares of Hell ſhall ne- 
18. ver prevail againſt them. He who hath del;wered rhem from go- | 
ing down 10 the pit,will ere long d:/;wver them from all Satan's L 
Rom. 16. Inares. It is his promileto tread Satan wnder your feet ſhort hy. q 
20. Chrift don't thinkit enough to have him "under his feer,unleſ | 
John 16. Þe hath him under yours too. In Chrift we have peace now, 
33. but ſhortly we thall have /:&#ory anda Crown. And is not 
this comfort ? 

4. Here is comfort againſt that which is ſo much the mat- 
ter of our fear, and that is Dearth. Why ſhould you be afraid 
to die 2 Would not every good man be willing to z»joy the 
utmoſt of what Chritt hath purchaſed ? Why then he muſt 
be willing to die, for the beſt lies beyond the Grave. When 
God calls you to die, it is only a call to come and 7»her: the 
full of what Chriſt purchaſed for you when he gave himſelf a 
ranſom. 

O what comfort is this againſt the fear of Death ! ic may 
diſſolve us, but it cannot hurt us, nor hold us.' Deliver him 
from the pit, I have found a ranſom. | 

Laſtly. It is comfort,in that this ranſoming work will never 
be compleated, till every Believer be brought to Heaven. He 
never reckons he hath a full return of the purchaſe made by 
his Blood, till all his Members are glorifted. Chriſt rook np + [4 
our f/eſh, redeemed us from Hell in our fleſh , purchaſed Heaven 
for us in our fleſh 5 aſcended thither 1n our fleſn, . and is g1o- 
rified there in our fleſh 5 and all this as our Head: and there- . 
fore every Member of his ſhall in his oy» fleſh be e're long g1c- . 
rifed with him. It is his will it ſhould be ſo; Fohr 17. 24. 
Father, I will that they whom thou haſt given me, be with me 
where I am, that they may behold (1 e. partake of ) my glory. 
Therefore every true Believer may fay with as much con- | 
5s. fidence as Fob did, Tho worms deſtroy this body, yet in my fleſh 
— ſhall Rſee God. And this 1s the next- great work which our | 
Lord Chriſt hat!: ro do here in this World: for tho he is | 
gone, yet he is to come again ; there is a great deal of b»/mef 
yet lies upon his hand unfiniſhed. | 
Joh 19.39. HE ſaid of the work of his Satwfation, I: i finiſhed. But 
he never ſaid ſo of the work of Salvation ; that will = 
& 


_— 


.- ® xg ger. 
#- os EIN 


Job 19.2 


| "'W *: 


% 
— 


——————— 


| of Mr. Thomas Roſewell. | : 27 


——— 


be fniſhed ſo long'as one Believer is-out of Heaven. 

And therefore this is the buſineb$ of his next coming. He 
came before to fmiſh tranſgrefion ; but when he comes again Dan. 9-24 
it is tojmiſh Salvation: So ſays the Apoſtle, Hebr. 9.28. Chriſt 
24s once offered to bear the ſins of many ; and unto them that look 
for himſhall he appear the ſecond time, without ſin, unto Salvation: Their 
Wherefore comfort one another with theſe words. Andthus 1 have |, + 
done with this Subject. 


Burt there is another Subjet which T would ſpeak a little 
to. Tho it is not my cuſtom to ſpeak of the dead, yet it is 
pity ſo muck earning and worth, fo much hamility and mode- 
/#y, fo much wertue and grace, fo:much ſervice and aſefulneſ, 
tuch perſecutions and ſufferings for Chriſt ſhould be concealed, 
Burl ſhall pa all-this by, having no Authority to take the 
Commiſſion out of the hand of his good works , they are to 
praiſe him in the gates, ant nor T. Prov. 3r. 
And therefore, whereas the manner is to ſhew the bright 3" 

fide of the deceaſed, I ſhall ſhew his dark /ide ; viz. the trou- 

bles of his mind in his laſt ſickneſs ; and which were (as one 
of his Phyſicians informs me) much occaſioned by it. Nor 
ſhould:I {peak of this, but that I underſtand there are ſome 
who have made it a matter of ſcoff and reproach : which ar- « | 
SUCS great ignorance of the perſon, and great prophaneneſs of | 
Spirit. -*'. / | 

"Thar he was for ſome days under great darknef? about his 
ſtate, and great troubles of mind by reaſon of the hidings of 
God,; is true. But what of this ? doth it make the good- 
neſs of his condition queſtionabte ? is it any new and un-. 
heard of thing? hath it not been fo' with: the beft of the 
Saints of God ? Read but the 77th P/alm , and conſider A- 
ſaph's caſe :  I-remembred God and was troubled , and my ſpirit y 3. 
was overwhelmed. Thon holdeſ® mine eyes waking 5; I am ſo 
troubled that I cannot ſpeak. Will the Lord caft off for ever? will v. 9. 
he be favourable no more ? Is his mercy clean gone for ever?y. g. 
doth his promiſe fail for evermore? Hath God forgotten to be gra-y, g. 
ciow? Hath he in anger: ſhut up: his tender 'Mercies * What de- 
ſponding Language is this; which ſpeaks: great rrouble of mint, 
and great dartef? of ſpirit? and yet Aſaph was an eminent 
Saint of God. Tg 
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And fo was Heman; and yet what dreadful troubles and 
terrours was he under? read the 88th Pſalm throughout , 
and you will ſee what a condition he was in , what deubrs 
and fears, what clouds and darknef,, what diſcouragements and 
deſpondencies he was under. Lord, why caſteſ# thou off my Soul? 
why hideſt thou thy face from me? I am afflitted, and ready to die 
from my youth up : while I ſuffer thy terrours I am diſtratted. 
Thy fierce wrath goeth over me, thy terrours have cut me off. 

What amazing terrours did he lye under 2 And it ſeems 
co have been thus with him not for a few days, but all his 
days ; I am afflifted and ready to die from my youth op. And 
hence ſome have thought that his Sun areſe in a Cloud, and ſer 
ina Chud ; and yeta man of great grace. 

And this was David's caſe ; and that not once, but often ; 
and ſome times for a long while together. Pſal. 13. 1. How 
long wilt thou forget me, O Lord? how ny wilt thou hide thy 
face from me? And Pſalm 89. 46, How long, Lord, wilt thou 
bide thy ſelf ? for ever ? ſhall thy wrath burn like fire? And yet 
who a man of greater holineſs then David? 4 man after 
God's own heart. 

And was it not thus with Fob ? See Chap. 13. 24, 25, 26. 
Wherefore hideſt thou thy face, and holdeſt me for thine enemy ? 
wilt ghou break a leaf driven to and tro ? wilt thou purſue the 
dry fob ? for thou writeſt bitter things againſt me. And Chap. 
19.6. Know now that God hath overthrown me. Verle 8. He 
bath ſet darkneſs in my paths. Verle 11. He hath kindled his 
wrath againſt me, _ counteth me one of his enemies. And yet 
7b was the None-ſuch of his day for holineſs ;3 God himſelf 

ys ſo, Feb 2.3. There is none like him in the Earth, a perfett 
and an upright man, one that feareth God, and eſcheweth e- 
vl. 

Therefore this is no new thing How often have we 
known ſuch things in our own experience, or at leaſt known 
or heard of them who have. And that not among —_ 
Chriſtians only, but among the Miniſters of Chriſt, and 
fuch as have been (like him who was lately yours ) perſons 


of great grace, and great uſefulneſs ; ſuch as Mr. Peacock , 


Mr. Perkins, and others which I could name, Men famous 
in the Church of Godin their days, and yet full of darkneſs 
and diſtreſs of Conſcience upon a ſick and dying Bed. 


And 
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| And as this is no. new thing for the Children of God to. 


be thus exerciſed, ſo it is no new thing when the hand of 
God is upon them, to have the mouths of profane ones o- 
pen againſt them. Ir was ſo with David, Pſal. 69. 26. They 
perſecute him whom thou haſt ſmitten, and talk fo the grief of 
thoſe whom thou haſt wounded. And it was Fob's cale too , 
tho in his Proſperity he was honoured of all, even of them 
that were old, (Chap. 29. 8.) yet in his Affliction he was 
the ſcoff even of them that were young. Chap. 3o. 1, 9, 1c. 
They that are younger then I have me in deriſion. Ana now 1 
am their Song, yea I am their by-word. They abhor me 
and ſpare not to ſpit in my face. Becauſe he hath looſed my 
cord, and afflifted me , they have alſo let looſe the bridle before 
7. 
And this is a practice not only impiows and wgod!ly , but 
inhumane and unnatural. Not only grace , but good nature 
and common mmgenuity teaches us to pity them that are in 
Miſery. To ſorrow at anothers joys , or —_—_ in anothers 
ſorrows, are affe&tions more becoming Devils then Men, e. 
ſpecially then Chriſtians. And therefore I ſhall paſs this 
by, as not worth the noticing. That which I judge more 
worthy to be conſidered, as being more for inſtruction and 
advantage, is the reafon of this diſpenſation of God. 


Queſt. Why doth God deal thus with his People? wh 
doth he at any time hide himſelf, and leave them under ſuc 
darkneſs and diſcomfort ? 

Anſw. That: is Anſwer ſufficient which Elhu gives to 
Fob in the 12th and 13th Verſes of this 33d Chapter, God 


x greater then Man, he giveth not account of any of his matters. 


Shall the thing formed ſay to him that formed it, why haſt thou Rom.y.20. 


— thus ? Let the potſheard ſtrive with the potfheards of the 
Earth. 

But yet. the Scripture holds forth ſeveral Reafons of theſe 
Diſpenſations of God. And therefore I ſhall not ſpeak of 
that 4zsky honour and melancholy diſpoſition which many 
times, by diſtempering the Body , difturbs the Soul too, 
which follows bodily temper , filling it with doubts and 
= » and inclining it to ſuſpet the worlt in every 

e. 
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But: Lthall rather ſpeak of the. ſpiritual Cauſes of fach 
darkaef and: trouble,of mind. 258 
1, God may a&. herein to-ſhew his ' Prerogative and nbſo- 
lute Soveraignty over Man. None can deny him a liberrs 
to gloritie himſelf in his own way , and by what met 
he pleaſeth. me 2101 
God never wants a Cauſe where ſin is, but yet he doth 
not always make into be the cauſe; as he ſays of the young 
11an that was born blind. Maſter, ſay the Diſciples , ho 
did fin, this Man, or his Parents, 'that he i born blind ? Nei- 
v.3. ther ha:h this man (inned, faith Chriſt, nor his Parents, but that 
the works of God ſhould be made manifeſt in him. "They were 
not »irhour /iz, but yet this blindneſs was not for / , but 
an act of God's prerogative. $0 in God's ſecret dealings with 
7ob, he doth not put it upon his //, but upon his own So- 
veraignty, So much is implied in that of God to Satan, Thor 
moet me againſt him without a:cauſe,, Job 2. 3. 

2. God m his holy widdom thus:exercifeth his Children , 
to let us ſee thac we hold not. our graces and our comforts 
by the fame terare : our graces are held by the tenure of abſo- 
Lite pramitſes , but our ,comforts are held: by the” renure of 
conditiona! promiles;,. and- therefore. grace' may live and 
thrive, tho our corifort withers and'dies.  Godihath no where 
promiſed that we jhall always injoy the light of his Counte- 

Ter. 32-49. yznce, but he hath promiſed” to put bis fear tmto our hearts, that 
1 Joh. 3.9. 2 ſhall nos depart jrom ham.” And therefore ths: Seed of God 
remains, When the {izht of God is loſt. 

3. Ir is to teach us to diſtinguith: between the beimg and 
the ell-bciyg of a-Chriitian, and what. is neceſlary_ to one 
and the other. What is necellary. to the. being of a Chri- 

- ſtim he-jhall never want, but whar' is neceſſary to his we!l- 
being only. he may want: Now comfort is not neceſſary to 
the being of a Chriſtian ; grace doth not depend upon com- 
fort: -A Man may be as eminent a Saint without the light of 
God's tace as wath it. Comfort 1s an arbitrary' Merey : one 
who. hath leſs grace- may have more comfort then. another 
that.lath much more : nay, the ſame Believer may have moſt 
comfort -wizen he hath leaſt grace. Many feel more - comfort 
at_their tir{t:converſion thenever after. 

4. God doth this for cure. The Soul hath its Diſeaſes ati 
Sickneſſes as well as the Body; and where he finds any 

< ſpiritual 


John 9 2. 
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ſpiritual malady to prevail, this is his healing Medicine. 


Sometimes d«/neF and dertirief7 of heart grows upon us, 
and grace't lefs vigotots andeattive; now as Phyſicians uſe 
to caſt a Man into-a Fevor to tiite' a 'Lethargy, fo God 
gives theſe ſtrong Medicines to quicken our 4u!! and fleepy 


Spirits. 


Some times'the filial fear of God abates in us, -and we 
grow carelefs and preſummg. And 'then tho God be a Father, 


yet he will ſhew his anger, and that is terrible , eſpecially 
when his tovehath been much feltr.- | 

Some times'the vigorous mortification of ſm is neglected, 

and we grow mote ready to- connive at it: and then it is 
with us as With Iſrael ; the' Camwamnites get head, and God 
leaves us in their hands to become Thorns and Goads to us. 

Some times Ordin:n:es are not attended upon as they ought 
to be ;/ we grow'idle -and remifs in” Duties : and then no 
wonder tho our comforts are cut off , when the means - of 
our Communion with God are 'negle&ted. Dark Diſpen- 
fations are —_—_ for a cure of' theſe, -and fuch like Evils ; 
He for our profit, that we may be partakers of his holineſs. 

, Got, it totake 4 off þ - 
dr{cipline us more to the life of fazth, which is alife peculiar 
to Believers;and diſtin& from al} other ways. of living : - for 
all elſe live by ſenſe, all b/w them. , and all above them. 
All in a ſtate of naturelive by ſenſe, and all in a ſtate of glo- 
ry live by ſenſe. Thele in a ſtate of ſenſe depraved, thoſe in 
a ſtate of ſenſe glorified. Theſe live by ſezſe upon carnal com- 
forts, they live by ſenſe upon eternal enjoyments. The for- 
mer live by ſenſe tor want of faith, the latter live by ſexe , 
having gotten above faith : But the Believer lives partly by 

{cnſe, and partly by faith. 
Now tho God by the /;ght of his Countenance doth ſome 


Hebr. 12. 


from living by ſenſe, and to '& 


times miniſter to ſenſe, yet, he would have his People live by yav.2 4: 


faith, and not by ſerſe ; it being the moſt »oble life, which 
far excels that of ſerſe in the preſent ſtate. For, | 

1. Faith hath a better Object to live upon then /e/e hath ; 
Senſe lives upon preſent Diſcoveries , but Faith lives upon 
Promiſes and Propriety : and therefore Faith is never at a 
loſs, when Seyſe is. Faith hath always ſomewhat to live up- 
on, when ſenſe hath not, How often is the Behiever's Sun 
ſhur 
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ſhut in, and his beams cut off by interpoſing Clouds : no 
diſcoveries , no incomes , no comforting | influences ; and 
then you hear of ſad complaints, and doleful concluſions , and 
all from miſtaken ſenſe : not becauſe God is /oft, but becauſe 
he is not fel. 

2. Faith ſecures things to us which ſenſe cannot. Nothing 
that ſenſe lives upon is ſure. No preſent comforts are /ure. 
The Light of God's Face is not ſure;the emations of his love are 
not ſure ; the comforts of the Spirit are not ſure: theſe things 
come and go, they are loft and found, A Chriſtian often harhb 
them, but he knows not how long he ſhall joy them , nor 
how ſoon he may he deprived of them, tho he be caretul and 
diligent to preſerve tictn. I was not in ſafety , neither had I 
reſt, neither was I qu.-', yet trouble came, Job 3.26. 

But that which Faith lives upon 1s ſure. "The Covemant is 
ſure , the Promiſe is ſure, and therefore Intereſt in God is 
ſure. 

3. Faith glorifies God more then ſeyſe can do. Serſe can't 
take God's word without a pawn, Faith can. . Tho the Fig- 
tree ſhall net bloſſom, 8c. Senſe can't wait God's leiture, Faith 
Can : I will wait upon the Lord that hides his face jrom the 
Houſe of Jacob , and I will look for him. Senſe can't bear 
up under Diſcouragements, Faith can : Tho he ſlay me, yet 
will I truſt in him. Senſe hath but one Light to work by, 
viz. the Light of God's Countenance, and when that light is 
hid, the working hand of ſenſe is ſealed up. But Faith hath 
another Light to work by, and that is, the Light of God's 
Command : and this is a ſurer and better Light to work b 
then the former : ſo that Faith hath Light when Serſe bath 
none. For when God puts out one Light, Senſe puts out 
the other ; and ſo makes our caſe far worſe then God in- 
rended it, by putting Darkneſf in our Paths, when God cau- 
ies Darkneſs upon our Sperits. 

Therefore one deſign of God in theſe hidings is to 
draw forth Faith to more vigorous Acts, and to teach the 
Believer to live upon his Irtereft in God without Evidence, 
and to ſay my God, when he cannot fee God; as Chriſt 
did 1atth. 27. 26. Theſe Earth-quakes in the Soul , tho 
they ſhake Senſe, yet Faith is thereby madeto ſtand the faſter 
upon its true Baſis. 
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The more we come to live by Faith, the more ſecure 
and quiet will 'our lives be. What ſad Complains, and 
deſponding Out-cries are often heard out of the Mouths of 
good men ! enough to make ſuch as judge according ro out- 
ward appearance to take them ior Reprobates and Caſtaways : 
whereas theſe ( for the moſt part ) are nothing but the 
pinings of ſpiritual ſenſe cut ſhort of it; wonted Meals, and fo 
crying for lack of Bread. "This was the reaſon of Fob's com- 
plaining, Chap. 29. O that I were as in Months paſt, as in the 
days when God preſerved me-————= when by his light I walked 
through darknef. A Soul that hath once enjoyed the com- 
fort and iweerneſs of this light, cannor bear it to have his 
_—_ - O_M by the hidings of God from him. But to 

nel z 

6. God doth ſome times deal thus with his own Chil- 
dren i» fudgment to the Children of this World : that they 
that will not be convinced of the goodneſs and excellency 
of the ways of God, by the light of the word of God, may 
never be drawn by the comforts of the Children of God. As 
there are Myſteries in the Word of God , 1o there are alfo 


the Works of God : As his Goſpel is to fome a biddey Go- 2 Cor.g 3. 
fpel, 10 are his People a hidden People. Their Graces are hid- Plal. 83.3; 


den under many Infrmities ; their Beauty is hidden under 
mean gutward Appearances ; their Comforts are hidden under 
much ſþiritral darkneſs, and this is in Judgment to the World. 
As Chriit's coming in ſuch a poor and low condition was ; 
Fobn 9. 39. For fudgment 1 am come into this World. 

7. The'e dealings of God ate ſuitable to their preſent 
ſtate, which is a ſtate of conflict. ' This Life is @ ſeaſon of 
manifold Temptations, 1 Pet. 1. 6. and therefore we ſhould be 
o far irons wondering 'that any are tempred ſo much , that 
it ſhould rather be matter of wonder that alt are not 
zeriptsd more, only the wite God knows what kind of tery- 
144149 js neediul , and how much, and how long, and debetes 
3n mea/ure. 

Who wonders to 1ee: Storms | and "Tempeſts, Froſts' and 
Snows, and lowring Hieavens/in Winter ? ' Is it not the pro- 


pes Seaſon ? "Tho the day be more pleaſant than the night , 


yer the night is as utefal as the day; 
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2 Tim.2.3- 
Phil. 3.10. hardſlap. 


Mark 14. 
33- 


2 Cor.11. 
1,4- 


If we be good Souldiers if Feſws Chriſt we muſt indure 

How ſhall we elſe know the fellowſhip of bu Suffer- 
ings, and be made conformable to him. Are you followed with 
Tawpeations | ſo was he. Do you complain of being for/a- 
ken of God ? 1o did he. Are you under an amazing Rake of 
God's wrath ? ſo was he. It is but drinking of the Cup he 
drank of: and it is but little that is left in it. 

This is not a ſtate for Comfort , but Confli#, And how 
ſhall our Armour be known to be Armour of proof, if it be 
not tried? Why are we commanded to put on the whole 
Armour of God , but for this ? What is this 4rmow? but 
the Graces of the Spirit. Righteouſneſs is the Breaſt-plate , 
Faith is the Shield , Hope is the Helmet. But theſe are onl 
for the preſent uſe; = are all put off in Heaven, there is 
no Breaſt-plate, nor Shield, nor Helmet there. 

Behold, I ſhew you a _— , we ſhall c every 
Grace with us to Heaven, and yer our Armour ſhall all be 
put off when we come there. Grace ſhall be worn there 
as Ornament, but not as Armour : as Ornament , becauſe then 
our Perſons will be glorified ; but not as Armour, becauſe 
then all our Enemies are overcome, and all our Conflias 
ended. 

I could, had I time and ſtrength, add many more Rea- 
ſons to vindicate God's dealing with his People in this man- 
ner. As, 

8. God takes away his comforting Preſence that thereby 
he may prevent our loſing his quickning Preſence , the in. 
joyment of which is a tar greater Priviledge: And fo by 
depriving us of a leſs Mercy , | he ſecures to us a 
greater. 

9. He doth it to give an occaſion for the confuting of Sa- 
fan, as in Fob's caſe. 

10. To prove the truth and ſincerity of your Jove. What 
greater proof can there be given of it then to cleave to God 
when he ſeems to caſt off them, and to love him when he 
ſeems to hate them, and to pour out the Soul to him,when he 
ſeems tobe powring out wrath upon them. 

11. To ſhew that he is rhe God of all comfort. As he can 


with one frown turn the cleareft-day into the darkeſt night, 10 


Job 34.29. when he gives quietnefs, none can make trouble. 


12. It 
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12. It is to put a difference between the ſtate of Grace 
and the ſtate of Glory, This is our Seed-time of }:3ht,. P/al. 
97. IT. Light x ſown for the Righteows ; but we mult be con- 
tent to let 1t lie under ground. a while, and to ſtay for the 
reaping time, fo long as he pleaſes, who appoints both the 
Seed-time and the Harveſt ; and it may be that Harveſ# may 
not be till we come to Heaven. 

The difference between this Life and the next , is not 1 
much in the kinds of our Comfort, as in the degrees and con- 
tinuance of them. Here we have ſuch a preſence of God as is 
with a kind of abſence ; While we are at home in the Body, we 
are abſent from the Loxd, God reſerves the greateſt, and the 
moſt abiding Comforts tothe laſt : Here our Comforts are ſweet, 
but the reliſh of them is ſoon /of, they are rot laſting ; but 
in Heaven they ſhall be faveeter and everlaſting. There are 
no clouds nor hidings, and therefore no troubles nor com- 


png. | wy og 
This is what we believe; and this is what this faithful Ser- 
vant of the Lord who is gone, doth now find and feel. His 


darkneſs is all done away, the night of his forrow is ended, and 


that morning of joy is now come that ſhall never have an e- 


inlig and the Lamb is the light thereof. 


2 Cor. g.6; 


_ becauſe there is no night there, for the glory of God doth Rev.21.23. 
ten it, 
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